
 
Minutes of the Inception Meeting  

Capricorn and Sekhukhune Bioregional Plan 
1 December 2017 at the offices of LEDET, Evridiki Towers, Polokwane 

 
Present 
 
Refer to the Attendance Register in appendix 1. 
 
Apologies 
- 
 

1. Opening and Welcome 
 
K Steenkamp opened the meeting at 10:15 and welcomed all present. 
 
All present introduced themselves and stated their role in the development of the 
Bioregional Plan. 
 

2. Background Information 
 
P Desmet described what a Bioregional Plan is and why one is needed (see presentation 
Appendix 2 and bioregional plan factsheet Appendix 3). 
 

3. Terms of Reference 
 

P Desmet outlined the scope of work to be conducted (see presentation Appendix 2).. 

 
4. Deliverables 

 
Expected deliverables were discussed. (see presentation Appendix 2). 

 
 

5. Projected Timeframes 
 

Expected timeframes were discussed. Stakeholder consultation meetings/ workshops are 
anticipated to be held within the month of May 2017 and the draft bioregional plan 
submitted to SANBI at the end of July 2017 for comment. 

 

 
 



 
 

6. Way Forward 
 

All present to provide names and contact details of provincial government, district and 
local municipality focal points for project engagement. These will include prospective 
members of the Project Steering Committee (PSC) and focal points in LM’s who the project 
should engage with. NuLeaf will circulate a contact detail list and data directory list to 
those present for comment and updating. 
 
Van Rooyen to provide Service Provider with Capricorns and all LM’s SDFs 
 
NuLeaf will continue with the Research Phase of the project. 

 

7. General 
 

-Will the Environmental Outlook Report be considered in the preparation of the 
Bioregional Plans? 

 

Ideally, the Bioregional Plans (BRP) should inform the Environmental Outlook (EO). 
Additionally, the EO is not spatial, therefore, the primary informants to the BRP will be the 
Spatial Development Frameworks (SDFs), Special Economic Zones (SEZ) etc. 

 

-What are the legal requirements for a BRP seeing as it is published? (AL) 
 

BRP are guidelines and are therefore used for planning purposes. They are not legally 
binding. BRP are used to show how the landscape should ideally be utilized. It does not 
grant or take away any rights. Environmental Impact processes dictate where developments 
will ultimately take place. 
 

-Why do we then go to the effort of gazetting the BRP if it has no legal standing? (AL) 
 
Ultimately it is for the purpose of court proceedings and if one wishes to challenge to the 
BRP. 

-This is why the conflict resolution process is so important in the BRP as it tries to best 
avoid any areas where there may be conflict. (KS) 
 
-Is the map data going to be ground-verified in this process? (AL) 

 
No it is not. It is not practical to survey the entire District. This would have huge cost and 
time implications as well. The CBA map is based on the Limpopo Conservation Plan V2. 



 
 

Additionally, other biodiversity specialists and experts will be consulted. Through this 
process there are options to update information should new information be available to the 
project or through expert inputs. There will be no survey or collection of new data. 
 

-If the CBAs are not ground-truthed, how is this process helpful? (AL) 
 
The BRP deals with this issue in the guidelines. Basically, the EIA process verifies what is on 
the ground as site visits are conducted and the affected areas surveyed. There are 
guidelines in the bioregional plan document describing the application of the CBA map 
during the development application process and how an environmental specialist should 
conduct site-based ground verification. 
 

-Should this not be verified now? (AL) 
 
It is simply not feasible. Sampling takes many years. 
 

-What value does the BRP process add to what is already in the LCPv2? (AL) 
 
The LCPv2 did not look at the SDFs. The landcover data has also recently been updated and 
the BRP also tried to avoid conflict areas for future processes. 
 

-Will the mapping of approved Environmental Authorizations (EA) be considered? 
(AL) 

 
Only if there is a ready document available to us. 
 

Currently all EA’s have been mapped and are available as GIS files. This should be 
able to assist you. 
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Appendix 2: Presentation 
 
  



 
 

Appendix 3: Bioregional Plan Factsheet 
 
 
 


